
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Operating Officer Susan Stucker 
 

New Jersey Symphony Orchestra Chief Operating Officer Susan Stucker has held several positions of increasing responsibility 
within the NJSO since she joined the organization in 1989. As the Orchestra’s COO, Stucker oversees the internal activities of 
the NJSO—artistic operations, education and community engagement, finance and human resources. She has been a leading 
advocate for the NJSO’s philosophy of collaborative culture, and her expertise and knowledge of the Orchestra provide 
stability in a time of transition and growth. 
 
Stucker helped found the NJSO’s Greater Newark Youth Orchestra—which has since blossomed into a three-ensemble 
family of student orchestras—and was its manager for five years, building key relationships with the community and the 
musicians of the NJSO. She has been a passionate advocate for the Orchestra’s education and community engagement 
initiatives in every position she has held with the NJSO. 
 
She became the NJSO’s Assistant Orchestra Manager in 1991, Orchestra Manager in 1993, General Manager in 2000 and 
Vice President of Operations & General Manager in 2002. From September 2012 through June 2013, she served as the 
Orchestra’s Interim President & CEO. Stucker has worked creatively with NJSO Music Director Jacques Lacombe, as well as 
former NJSO Music Directors Zdenek Macal and Neeme Järvi. 
 
Stucker has served as a Trustee on the Newark Arts Council and currently serves on the NJSO Community Arts Advisory 
Council of Newark. She has presented at seminars at the Orchestra Leadership Academy for the League of American 
Orchestras and served as panelist at League Operations Manager meetings. 
 
She is the primary collaborator between the NJSO and the venues in which the Orchestra regularly performs; she has 
cultivated key partnerships with the New Jersey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC), State Theatre, Jewish Federation of 
MetroWest NJ, Count Basie Theatre, Far Hills Races and Somerset Medical Center, among others. As the project leader for 
the NJSO’s performance at the Spring for Music Festival at Carnegie Hall, she led the team responsible for the Orchestra’s 
critically praised May 2012 concert event. 
 
Stucker serves as the primary management liaison with the musicians’ union—American Federation of Musicians Local 16-
248. She negotiated, planned and implemented a multi-season radio broadcast series on WQXR. 
 
A graduate of Colby College with a major in music, Stucker managed the college’s orchestra as a student. Active in Colby 
Alumni activities, she previously served as treasurer of the New York Chapter of the Colby Alumni Club. 


